








Foreword  .......................................................................................................................................................... iv
Acknowledgements  ...........................................................................................................................................v

PART 1. INTRODUCTION  ............................................................................................................................... 1
Aims  .................................................................................................................................................... 1
Rationale for a guide on Seed System Security Assessment (SSSA)  ........................................................ 1
Overview of SSSA  ................................................................................................................................. 2
Who should use this guide?  ................................................................................................................. 2
Application and timing  ........................................................................................................................ 3
Team composition  ............................................................................................................................... 3
What is included, what is not  ............................................................................................................... 4
Structure of the guide  .......................................................................................................................... 4

PART 2. BACKGROUND TO SEED SYSTEM SECURITY ASSESSMENT  ......................................................... 5
Seed security and food security: What’s the difference?  ........................................................................ 5
Small-scale farmers’ seed sources: Formal and informal systems  ........................................................... 5
Key elements of seed security  ............................................................................................................... 7
Distinguishing acute insecurity from chronic insecurity  ........................................................................ 8
Designing and targeting the response to specifi c seed security constraints  ........................................... 8

PART 3. THE PRACTICAL WORK  ................................................................................................................ 10
Step 1. Identify zones for assessment and possible intervention  ..................................................................... 11
Step 2.  Describe the normal status of crop and seed systems  ......................................................................... 14
Step 3.  Describe the broad effects of the disaster on farming systems  ............................................................ 23
Step 4.  Set goals for agricultural relief and recovery operations based on farmers’ needs  ............................... 26
Step 5.  Assess the post-crisis functioning of seed channels to determine whether short-term 
 assistance is needed  ......................................................................................................................................29

5A: Assessing home production and social networks  ....................................................................................29
5B: Assessing local seed/grain markets  ..........................................................................................................33
5C: Assessing formal sector supply  ...............................................................................................................42

Step 6.  Identify chronic stresses requiring longer-term solutions and identify emerging 
 development opportunities  ...........................................................................................................................46
Step 7.  Determine the most appropriate responses, based on analysis of priority constraints, 
 opportunities, and farmers’ needs  ...................................................................................................... 49

7A: Decision-making trees for seed security response  ...............................................................................50
7B: Correlating seed security problems with type of disaster  ...................................................................53
7C: Case studies: Concrete action on the ground  .....................................................................................57
7D: Overview of recent responses to seed security problems  ...................................................................59

Abbreviations  .................................................................................................................................................. 62
Glossary  .......................................................................................................................................................... 63
References  ...................................................................................................................................................... 64

Contents









■

■

■



■

■

■

■

■

















■

■

■

■



■

■

■

■

■

■



■

■

■

■

■

■



















■

■

■

■

■





■

■

■

■

■

■

■



■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■







■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■





■

■

■



■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■







■

■

■

■



■

■

■

■

■

■

■





■

■

■

■

■

■

■



■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■



■

■

■



■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■





■

■

■



■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■



■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■







■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■



■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■











■

■

■



■

■

■



■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■



■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■

■



■

■

■

■

■

■

■





■

■

■


















